In 1971, I returned to Denver as Head of Neonatology at Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and O. Patrick O'Meara returned to direct the NICU at Denver General Hospital. At that time there were only four NICUs in Colorado; the other two were at Colorado General Hospital with Lula Lubchenco and Fred Battaglia and The Children's Hospital with L. Joseph Butterfield. Frequently, there were insufficient beds in one of the units at any given time, and we had excellent cooperation and sharing of resources between these federal, state, city, and private hospitals in the best interest of the neonates and their families.
Soon after I arrived, I attended a meeting in Dr. Butterfield's office where Fred Battaglia and others decided that the air transport service needed oversight, teaching, and additional support from a neonatologist. They turned to me, and as the junior person, I "volunteered." A few years later Joe had expanded the ground transport service for The Children's Hospital to include air transport with Peter Honeyfield assuming these responsibilities as director of transport.
Taking the lead from a father of one of his patients, Joe called our area "Newborn Country, USA" and presented a poster at several regional and national meetings. Although he was emphasizing our clinical programs, I think the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Perinatal Section Apgar Award has reaffirmed this designation. Lula Lubchenco, Joe's mentor in neonatology, was the first Coloradan to receive the award. She was followed by Giacamo Meschia, Joe, and Fred Battaglia. Four Apgar awardees certainly confirms Joe's designation of Colorado as Newborn Country, USA.
I was privileged to write the narrative for the Apgar award for Joe in 1992. In describing Joe's contributions, I realized that many had directly effected me in my practice of neonatology and my ability to contribute at the regional and national level. Following are some excerpts from that narrative. I believe that many readers will also recognize how Joe has impacted each of them.
In 1965, he established the Newborn Center at The Children's Hospital. Following the philosophy of his father, a personal service jeweler, he provided personal service for the infant patients of referring physicians. The Newborn Center provided the opportunity to develop regional programs, including a network of level III units based at private, city, state, and federal hospitals. Dr. Butterfield has been a leader of regional perinatal care. He served as one of the five members of the Committee on Perinatal Health, and the first edition of Guidelines for Perinatal Care was dedicated to him in recognition of his impact on the delivery of perinatal health care.
Joe Butterfield has always been a strong supporter of the AAP and the Section on Perinatal Pediatrics. It was his initiative adopted by the Colorado chapter and approved by the AAP Executive Board that led to the establishment of the Section on Perinatal Pediatrics. He is a charter member of the Section and he has served in many capacities, including chair and as organizer of the annual spring workshop. He was founding chair of the District VIII Perinatal Section, the prototype for District Sections.
Under Dr. Butterfield's leadership, the Aspen Conference on Perinatal Research was developed as a forum for research presentations in a setting that promotes ongoing interaction among participants. This forum has been replicated in regional meetings throughout the country.
I have been fortunate to be in Colorado and to work closely with Joe. I could detail how each of the above innovations have impacted me personally, but I invite the reader to reflect on how they have been impacted by Joe and his ideas. Joe Butterfield and Newborn Country, USA have been a positive influence for newborns and their families, neonatologists, and other health professionals who care for newborns.
